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SCHOOL OF THE COMPANY. 

179. The company is grouped into squads, under the 
leadership and immediate control of the non-commis- 
sioned officers, who are held responsible for discipline 
and order, in camp and quarters, and are trained as 
leaders of groups for battle. 

180. The four or squad consists of four files, a cor- 
poral and seven privates ; the corporal is the squad 
leader. 

181. The term four is used in the commands and ex- 
planations of the close order drill ; the term squad in 
the extended order drill 

182. Two or three squads form a section under a 
sergeant as chief of section ; the section is used in the 
extended order drills ; it is not a subdivision for move- 
ments in close order. 

183. The company is divided into two platoons, each 
-platoon into two sections. 

Experienced privates are assigned as leaders of such 
squads as have no corporals. The squad leader is cov- 
ered in the rear rank by a reliable man who acts as 
leader in his absence. 

If any man of the front rank be absent he is replaced 
by his rear rank man. 

If the company consists of an odd number of fours, 
the right platoon will be the stronger ; if less than four 
sets of fours are present, the division into platoons is 
omitted ; if a platoon corisists of an odd number of fours, 
the right section will be the stronger ; if a platoon con- 
sists of less than four sets of fours, the division into 
sections is omitted. 

The platoons and sections are numbered from right 
to left, when in line, and from head to rear when in 
column ; these designations change when, by facing 
5 
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about, the right* becomes the left of the line, or the 
head becomes the rear of the column. 

The squads are designated as right, left or center 
squad of first (or such) section. 



Posts of Officers, Non-Commissioned Officers and Field 
Music. 




184. The captain is two paces in front of the center of 
the company. 

The first lieutenant is chief of the first platoon and is 
two paces in rear of its center. 

The second lieutenant is chief of the second platoon 
and is two paces in rear of its center. 

When there is a third lieutenant he is posted on the 
left of the second lieutenant. 

Thi. first sergeant is two paces in rear of second file 
from the right of the first platoon ; he is not attached 
to a section. 

The second sergeant is in the front rank on the right 
of the first platoon ; he is right guide of this platoon 
and also of the company, and chief of the first section. 

The third sergeant is in the front rank, on the left of 
the second platoon ; he is left guide of this platoon and 
also of the company, and is chief of the fourth section. 

The fourth sergeant is two paces in rear of the second 
file from the left of the first platoon ; he is left guide of 
the first platoon, and chief of the second section. 

The fifth sergeant is two paces in rear of the second 
file from the right of the second platoon ; he is right guide 
of the second platoon, and chief of the third section. 

The field music, when not united in the battalion, is 
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in the line of file closers, on the l’iglit of the first lieuten- 
ant and conforms to the movements of the file closers. 
On the march, when required to play, it marches at the 
head of the column. 

Absent officers and non-commissioned officers are gen- 
erally replaced by the next in rank or grade. 

Instruction or Officers and Non-Commissioned Officers. 

185. The captain is responsible for the theoretical and 
practical instruction of his officers and non-commis- 
sioned officers, He requires them to study and recite 
these regulations so that they can explain thoroughly 
every movement before it is put into execution. 

■ f 

To Size the Company. 

186. The men fall in in a single rank ; the first sergeant 
faces them to the right and arranges them according to 
height, tallest man in front ; the corporals place them- 
selves according to height, the tallest as the seventh 
man, the others as every eighth man in rear. The 
sergeant commands : 1. In two ranks form company, 
2. MARCH. 

At the command march, the man in front faces to 
the left, the second man places himself in the rear rank 
covering the man in front ; the remaining men close and 
form alternately in the front and rear rank, each facing 
to the front upon arriving in his place. 

The sergeant then commands : 1. Count, 2. fours. 

Beginning on the right the men of each rank count 
one, two, three, four, and so on to the left. The ser- 
geants do not count. 

If the four on the left consist of less than four men, 
they are assigned to other fours and placed in the line 
of file closers, each in rear of the four to which assigned; 
if the left four consists of more than three and less than 
six men, the number is increased to six or seven by 
taking the required number of men from a like number 
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of fours, at the rate of one from each, number three or 
numbers two and three being blank files. 

The company is then divided into platoons and sec- 
tions ; the sergeants take their posts. 

The company being sized, the fours habitually form 
in the same order. 

To Form the Company. 

187. In all formations under arms the men fall in at 
the order with bayonets unfixed. 

• Whenever a company falls in without arms, the men 
form as when under arms. 

At the sounding of the assembly, the first sergeant 
takes his position in front of where the center of the 
company is to be, and facing it, makes the signal for as- 
sembly, or commands : fall in. 

The second sergeant places himself facing to the 
front, where the right of the company is to rest, and 
at such a point that the center of the company will be 
six paces from and opposite the first sergeant ; the fours 
form in their proper places on the left of the second 
sergeant, superintended by the other sergeants, who 
then take their posts. Fours of less than six men should 
be increased or broken up as provided for the left four 
(Par. 186). 

The first sergeant brings the company to the right 
shoulder and calls the roll ; each man answers “ Here ” 
and comes to the order as his name is called ; the first 
sergeant then faces about, salutes the captain, reports 
the result of the roll call, and without command takes 
his post, passing around the right flank. 

The lieutenants take their posts and draw sword as 
soon as the first sergeant has reported. 

This formation will be used in the field and as far 
as practicable in camp and garrison. 

188. When the company becomes reduced in number 
.and the fours broken up, the men fall in without regard 
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to fours, but in their relative order, closing to the right 
so as to leave no blank files, the corporals placing them- 
selves as number four, front rank. The sergeants su- 
perintend the formation and take their posts ; the first 
sergeant calls the roll, has the company count fours, 
forms the left four according to Par. 186, and, if the 
company be large enough, he divides it into platoons and 
sections ; he then reports and takes his post as explained. 

Alignments. 

189. The alignments are executed as prescribed in the 
School of the Soldier. 

At each alignment the captain steps back two paces 
in prolongation of the line before giving his commands. 
This rule applies also to chiefs of subdivisions in col- 
umn, in company and battalion drill. 

At the command front, guides take their posts if not 
already there. This applies also to guides of platoons 
in company drill, and, in battalion, to guides of subdi- 
visions in column. 

To Open Ranks. 

190. Being at a halt, at the carry or order : 1. Open 
ranks, 2. march, 3. front. 

At the first command, the right and left guides step 
three paces to the rear to mark the new alignment of 
the rear rank ; the first and second lieutenants place 
themselves on the right and left of the front rank ; the 
third lieutenant covers the second, in the rear rank ; 
the other file-closers step back three paces in rear of 
the line of the guides ; the captain goes to the right 
flank, and sees that the guides are on a line parallel to 
the front rank ; then places himself facing to the left, 
three paces in front of the right of the company and 
commands: MARCH. At this command the lieutenants 
take post three paces in front of the company, opposite 
their posts in line. Should a non-commissioned officer 
be chief of platoon, he remains in the line of file-closers 
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opposite the center of his platoon ; the front rank 
dresses to the right ; the rear rank men step backward, 
halt a little in rear of the line established by the guides, 
and then dress to the light on that line ; the file-closers 
dress to the right. 

The captain aligns the officers and the front rank ; 
the light guide, the rear rank ; the captain veiifies the 
alignment of the rear rank and of the file-closers ; the 
officers and file-closers cast their eyes to the front as 
soon as their alignment is veiified. 

At the command front, the men cast their eyes to 
the front, the guides resume their posts in the front 
l'ank, and the captain takes post facing to the front, 
three paces in front of the right guide. 

To Close Ranks. 

191. Being at a halt : 1. Close ranks, 2. march. 

At the command march, the lieutenants face about 
and resume their posts in line ; the rear rank closes to 
facing distance, each man covering his file leader ; the 
file-closers close to two paces from the rear rank ; the 
captain takes his post. 

193. The company executes the halt, rests, facings, 
settings up, steps, marchings, turnings, manual of 
arms, and firings, resumes attention, kneels, lies down 
and rises, as explained in the School of the Soldier, 
substituting in the commands, company for squad. 

The same rule applies to platoons, detachments, de- 
tails, etc., substituting their designation for squad in 
the commands. 

While marching, the arms swing naturally, the hands 
moving about three inches in front and rear of the seam 
of the trousers. 

In executing the turn and halt, the captain goes to 
the pivot flank of his company ; the guide at the pivot 
halts or stands fast and resumes his place at the com- 
mand front. 
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193. In the different firings, at the first command for 
loading or firing, the captain places himself three paces 
in rear of the file-closers, opposite the center of the 
company. After the command cease firing, the cap- 
tain returns to his place in line. 

Enlisted men in the line of file closers do not execute 
the loadings and firings. 

Guides and enlisted men in the line of file closers exe- 
cute the manual of arms during the drill unless spe- 
cially excused, when they remain at the order. During 
ceremonies they execute all movements. 

Guides in front marking the line stand at the order. 

A non-commissioned officer as guide, or in command 
of a subdivision or detachment, carries his rifle as the 
men do. 

These rules are general. 

To Dismiss the Company. 

194. Being in line at a halt, the captain directs the 
first sergeant : Dismiss the company. The officers fall 
out, the first sergeant salutes, steps in front of the com- 
pany and commands : 1. Port, 2. arms, 3. dismissed. 

Marching in Line to Effect a Slight Change of Direction. 

195. The captain commands : Incline to the right (or 
left). 

The guide advances gradually the left shoulder and 
marches in the new direction ; all the files advance 
the left shoulder and conform to the movements of the 
guide, lengthening or shortening the step, according as 
the change is toward the side of the guide, or the side 
opposite. 



Being in Line to March by the Flank. 

196. 1. Fours right (or left), 2. march. 

The front rank of each four wheels ninety degrees to 
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the right on a fixed pivot, the pivot man turning strictly 
in his place; the man on the marching flank maintains 
the full step, moving on the arc of a circle with the pivot 
man as the center; the men dress on the marching flank, 
shorten their steps according to their distance from it, 
and keep their intervals from the pivot. 




PI. 31, Par. 196. 



The rear rank men cover their file leaders and con- 
form to their movements. Upon the completion of the 
wheel, the front rank of each four takes the full step, 
marching in a direction parallel to the former front of 
the company ; the rear rank shortens the step until it 
gains the distance of forty-four inches ; the front r. nk 
of the second four is forty-four inches from the reyr - 
rank of the first four, and so on to the rear of the 
column ; the right and left guides place themselves 
forty-four inches in front and rear respectively of the 
left file of the leading and rear fours ; the file closers 
face to the right and maintain their relative posi- 
tions. 

197. The captain in column of fours, twos, and files is 
by the side of the leading guide on the flank opposite 
the file closers ; he takes this position at the command 
inarch. 

The leading and rear guides in column of fours, twos, 
and files are in front and rear respectively of the leading 
or rear file on the side opposite the file closers. . 

The file closers march two paces from the flank of 
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the column and see that all the fours maintain accurately 
their distances. 

In all changes by fours from line into column and 
column into line, or from column of fours to twos, files 
or the reverse, and in’ all wheels about by fours, either 
in line or column, the captain and guides take their 
proper places in the most convenient way as soon as 
practicable. 

All wheels by fours, except in changing direction, are 
executed on a fixed pivot. 

These rules are general. 

Being in Line to Form Column of Fours and Halt. 

198. 1. Fours right (or left), 2. march, 8. Company, 

4. halt. 

The command halt is given as the front ranks com- 
plete the wheel ; the rear ranks fall back to forty -four 
inches, and all dress toward the marching flank. 

199. In column of fours, the ranks dress toward the 
side of the guide. 

In all wheelings by fours, the forward march is taken 
upon the completion of the movement, unless the com- 
mand halt be given. 

These rules are general. 

Marching in Column of Fours to Change Direction. 

200. 1. Column right (or left), 2. march. 

The leading rank of four wheels on a movable pivot, 
executed as prescribed in Par. 196, except that the 
pivot man takes steps of ten inches in quick time and 
twelve inches in double time, gaining ground for wai’d 
so as to clear the wheeling point; the wheel completed, 
the leading rank takes the full step, the man on the side 
of the guide follows forty-four inches in rear of the 
guide, the other ranks move forward and wheel on the 
same ground. If the change of direction be toward the 
side of the guide, he shortens his step and wheels to 
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the right as if on the pivot flank of a rank of four ; if 
the change be to the side opposite the guide, he wheels 
as if on the marching flank of a rank of four. 

Column half right (or 'half left), is similarly executed, 
each rank of four wheeling forty-five degrees. 



To Put the Column of Fours in March and Change Direction 
at the Same Time. 

201. 1. Forward, 2. Column right (or left) ; or, 2. 
Column half right (or half left), 3. march. 



|=j 



Being in Line to Form Column of Fours and Change Direction. 

capt sos 202. 1 . Fours right 

(or left), 2. Column 
eaisrs right (or left)-, or, 2. 

Column half right 
; a (or half left)," 3. 

pi r ■ i MARCH. 

Lp. , j 13 Execute fours 

P i right and then 

i ! change direction. 

(Par. 200). 

Being in Line, to 
March in Columns 
of Fours to 
the Front. 

203. 1. Right (or 
1 1 l ' rr T-r-T-nn' . i i i n:i:J left) forward, 2. 

7 ta r qe* Fours right (or 

PL 32, Par. 203. left), 3. MARCH. 

At the command march, the right guide places him- 
self in front of the left file of the right four ; the right 
four moves straight to the front, shortening the first 
three or four steps, the rear rank falls back to forty- 
four inches ; the other fours wheel to the right each on 
a fixed pivot (Par. 196); the second four when its wheel 
is two-thirds completed, wheels to the left on a mov- 
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able pivot (Par. 209), and follows the first ; the other 
fours, having wheeled to the right, move forward and 
each wheels to the left on a movable pivot, so as to 
follow the second. 



Being in Column of Fours, to Change the File Closers from One 
Flank of the Column to the Other. 

204. 1. File closers on left (or right') flank, 2. march. 
At the first command, the file closers close into 
the flank of the column, CAP I, 2°s 

and at the command 
march, dart through the 
column. The captain and 
guides change to their 
proper positions. 

To Oblique in Column of Fours, 
and to Resume the Direct 
March. 



/ / 
CAPT/&S . 






205. 1. Right (or left) 
oblique, 2. march. 

Each four obliques as 
prescribed for the squad 
(Par. 135). 

The leading guide is the 
guide of the column when 
the oblique is toward his 
flank ; when the oblique is 
toward the opposite flank 
the guide of the front rank 
of the leading four is the 
guide of the column. 

To resnnip the direct 
march : 1. Forward, 2. 
march. 
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To March the Column of Fours to the Rear. 

206. Fours right (or left ) about, 2. march. 

Each four wheels 180 degrees to the right (Par. 196). 

The man on the marching flank of the rear rank of 
each four preserves his distance ; the man on the pivot 
flank closes up to his file leader, covers him during the 
wheel, and on its completion falls back to his proper 
distance. 

The file closers do not pass through the column, but 
gain the space to the fight or left necessary to preserve 
their interval from the flank. 

To Form Line from Column of Fours. i \ ' 

207. To the right or left : 1. Fours right (or left), 2. 
march, 8. Guide (right or left); or, 8. Company, 4. 

HALT. 

At the command march, the fours wheel to the right. 
The rear rank of each four closes to facing distance 
during the wheel, and, if in double time, takes the dis- 
tance of 86 inches, should the line advance on the com- 
pletion of the wheel. 

The guide is announced, or the command halt is 
given , the instant the fours unite in line. < 

If the line be formed toward the side of the file closers, 
they close in to the flank of the column at the first com- \ 
mand, and at the command march dart through the 
column, between the rear rank of one four and the front , 
rank of the succeeding four. 

208. On right or left : 1. On right (or left ) into line, 2. . 
march, 3. Company, 4. halt, 5. front. 

At the command march, the leading four wheels to 
the right on a movable pivot and moves forward, dress-4 
ing to the right, the guide places himself on its right ; 
each of the other fours marches a distance equal to its ,1- 
front, beyond the wheeling point of the four next pre- 
ceding, wheels to the right and advances as explained for j 
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the first four ; the rear guide places himself on the left 
of the rear four after it halts. The rear rank of each 
four closes to facing distance as the front rank com- 
mences to wheel. 
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PI. 34, Par. 208. 

At the command halt, given when the leading four 
has advanced company distance in the new direction, 
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it halts and d resses to the right ; the other fours suc- 
cessively halt and dress upon arriving in line. 

The command front is given when the left four com- 
pletes its dressing. 

If the movement be executed toward the side opposite 
the file closers, each follows the four nearest him, pass- 
ing in front of the following four. 

209. In movements where it is prescribed that the lead- 
ing - four, or subdivision, moves company or subdivision 
distance to the front and then halts, it maybe halted at 
a less distance when necessai'y. This rule is general. 

210. To the front: 1. Right (or left) front into line, 2. 
march, 3. Company, 4. hal: , 5. front. 

At the command march, he leading four moves 
straight to the front, dressing to the left ; the guide in 
front places himself on its left ; the other fours oblique . 
to the right till opposite their places in line, when each 
marches to the front. 

At the command halt, given when the leading four 
has advanced company distance, it halts and dresses to 
the left; the other fours halt and dress to the left upon 
arriving in line ; the rear ranks close to facing distance 
upon halting ; the guide in rear places himself on the 
rig’ht of the front rank upon the arrival of the last four 
in line ; the command front is given when the last four 
completes its dressing. 

If the movement be made toward the side of the file 
closers, they dart through the column as the oblique 
commences. . 

If marching in double time, or in quick time, and 
the command be double time, the captain commands, 
Guide left, immediately after the command march ; the 
leading four moves to the front in quick time, its rear 
rank closing to facing distance ; the other fours oblique 
in double time, each taking the quick time and dressing 
to the left upon arriving in line ; the rear rank on ar- 
riving in line closes to facing distance. 
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Being in Line, to Face to the Rear and to March to the Rear. 

211. 1. F ours right (or left) about, 2. march, 8. Com- 
pany, 4. halt ; or, 3. Guide (right or left). 

The fours wheel about (Par. 206); the file closers dart 
through the nearest intervals. 

212. The company at a halt, may be marched a few 
paces to the rear by the commands : 1. Company, 2. 
About, 3. face, 4. Forward, 5. Guide (right or left), 
6. march ; or, if in march, by the commands : 1. To 
the rear, 2. march, 3. Guide (right or left). 

The guides step into the rear rank now become the 
front rank ; the file closers on facing- about maintain 
their relative positions. 

Obstacles. 

213. Marching in line, to pass obstacles : 1. (So many) 
fours from right (or left) to rear, 2. march. 

At the command march, the designated fours execute 
left forward, fours left, on the four that remains in line 
next on their left. 

The guide closes on the fours that remain in line. 

The fours that have broken to the rear are formed in 
line at the commands : 1. Rear fours right (or left) 
front into line, 2. Double time, 3. march. 

The guide, at the command march, hastens to the 
point where the flank of the company will be when the 
movement is completed. 

Being in Column of Fours, to Form Column of Twos or Files. 

214. This movement is always executed toward the 
tile closers ; it is used only for the purpose of reducing 
the front of the column to enable it to pass a defile or 
other narrow place, immediately after which the col- 
umn of fours should be reformed. 

1. Right (or left) by twos, 2. march. 

At the first command the rear rank of each four closes 
to facing distance. 
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At the command march, the two 
files on the right of each four move 
forward; the two files on the left mark 
time till disengaged, when they 
oblique to the right and follow the 
right files. 

The distance between ranks in col- 
umn of twos is facing distance ; the 
guides take the same distance in 
front and rear of the column. 
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Being in Column of Fours at a Halt, to Form Column of Files. 

215. Right (or left ) by file, 2. march. 

At the first command the rear rank of each four 
closes to facing distance. 

At the command march, the right file of the leading 
four moves forward, followed in succession by the files 
on its left ; when the left file of the leading four is about 
to commence to oblique the right file of the second 
Jour moves to the front, and so on to the rear of the 
column, the men keeping closed as nearly as possible 
to facing distance ; the guides take the same distance. 

If marching, the leading file continues the march, the 
others halt without coming to the order, and resume 
the march at the proper time. 

Column of files from column of twos is similarly ex- 
ecuted. 

216. A column of twos or files chang'es direction, is 
halted, and put in march by the same commands as a 
column of fours. 

The march in column of twos or files is always in 
quick time, 

217. A column of fours, twos, or files may be faced to 
the rear, or to a flank, and marched a short distance, 
but no other movements should be executed until the 
column is again faced to the original front. The offi- 
cers and non-commissioned officers face with the col- 
umn and retain their positions. 

6 
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Being in Column of Twos or Files, to Form Column of Fours. 

218. This movement is always ex- 
ecuted away from the file closers. 
Marching’ in column of twos-:. 1. 
,st 3 Form fours, 2. Left (or right) oblique, 

121 3. MARCH. 

At the command march, the leading 
two of each four take the short step ; 
jsrs the rear two oblique to the left until 
123 they uncover the leading' two, when 
they move to the front ; the fours 
having united, the rear ranks fall 
back to forty-four inches, and all 
resume the full step. 

Having Formed Column of Files from Column of Twos or Fours, 
to Form Column of Fours. 

219. 1. Form fours, 2. Left (or right) oblique, 3. 




PI. 37 Par. 218. 



MARCH. 

At the command march, the leading file of the first four 
halts, the rear rank man falling back to forty-four 
inches as soon as the file in rear has obliqued; the 
other files of the first four oblique to the left and place 
themselves successively on the left of the leading file, 
the rear rank taking the distance of forty-four inches 
from the front rank ; the other fours successively form 
as explained for the first, the leading file of each 
halting at forty-four inches from the corresponding file 
of the four next in front. 

Column of twos is formed from column of files on the 
same principles. 



MOVEMENTS BY PLATOONS. 

220. In movements by platoons each chief repeats 
such commands as are to be immediately executed 
by his platoon. Each chief gives the commands pre- 
scribed so as to insure the execution of movements by 
his platoon at the proper time. 
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In column whenever a subdivision is dressed its chief, 
after commanding - front , places himself two paces in 
front of its center; in movements where the subdivi- 
sions are not dressed, he takes this position as soon as 
the column is formed. 

_ These rules are general. 

Being in Line, to Form Column of Platoons to the Right or Left. 

221. 1. Platoons right (or left), 2. march. 

Executed by each platoon. (Par. 140.) 

At the first command, the chiefs of platoons caution : 
Platoon right; and at the command march, take their 
places two paces from the pivots of their platoons, 
verify the alignment, and command : front. 




222. Whenever a company is formed in column of 
platoons or line of platoons in columns of fours, the 
fourth and fifth sergeants place themselves as guides of 
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their piatoons as soon as practicable; they return to 
their posts in the line of file closers when the company 
unites in line or column of fours, unless they mark an 
alignment. 

223. The position of the captain in column of platoons 
is on the side of the guide, three paces from the flank of 
the column, abreast of the leading platoon. 

224. The column of platoons is put in march, halted, 
obliques, and resumes the direct march by the same 
commands as the company in line. 

Being in Line, to Form Column of Platoons, and Move Forward 
Without Halting. 

225. 1. Platoons, 2. Bight (or left) turn, 8. march, 
4. Forward, o. march, 6. Guide { right or left). 

Executed by each platoon. (Par. 141). The fifth com- 
mand is given when both platoons have completed the 
turn. 

226. The guide of the second platoon preserves the 
trace, step and a distance equal to the front of the 
platoon. This rule is general. 

Being in Column of Platoons, to Change Direction. 

227. Being in march: 1. Column right (or left), 2. 

MARCH. 

At the first command, the chief of the first platoon 
commands : Bight turn. 

At the command march, the first platoon turns to the 
right (Par. 141), its chief adding : 1. Forward, 2. 
MARCH, on the completion of the turn. 

The second platoon marches squarely up to the turn- 
ing point and then changes direction by the same com- 
mands and means as the first. 

Column half right (or half left) is similarly executed ; ' 
each chief gives the preparatory command : Bight (or 
left) half turn. 




SCHOOL OF THE COMPANY. 83 

228. In changing direction in column of subdivisions, 
each chief, on the completion of the movement by his 
subdivision, announces the guide on the side it was pre- 
vious to the turn. This rule is general. 

To Put the Column of Platoons in March and Change Direction 
at the Same Time. 

229. 1. Forward, 2. Guide right (or left), 3. Column 
right (or left) ; or, 3. Column half right (or half left), 4. 

MARCH. 

Being in Column of Platoons, to Face to the Rear and to March 
to the Rear. 

230. 1. Fours right (or left) about, 2. march, 3. 
Company, 4. halt ; or, S. Guide right (or left). 

If one platoon be smaller than the other, the guide,, 
of the second platoon regains the trace and distance on 
the march. 

To Form Line from Column of Platoons. 

231. Before forming line to the right or left, or on the 
right or left, the captain requires the guide of the second 
platoon on the Hank toward which the movement is to be 
executed to cover ; if marching, he announces the guide 
on that flank, if not already there. 

232? To the right or left : 1 . Platoons right (or left), 
2. MARCH, 3. FRONT. 

Executed by each platoon (Par. 140). 

Each chief of platoon obliques to the left until he 
clears the marching flank, and takes his post. 

The captain verifies the alignment and commands : 
r FRONT. 

/ 233. To the right or left and continue the march: 1. 
Platoons, 2. Eight (or left) turn, 3. march, 4. Guide 
{right or left), 5. Forward, 6. march. 

\ Executed by each platoon (Par. 141). The sixth com- 
mand is given when both platoons have completed the 
turn. 
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Each chief of platoon obliques to the left until he clears 
the marching flank, and takes his post. 

234. On right or left : 1. On right (or left) into 
line, 2. march, 8. front. 

The chief of the first platoon commands : Right turn. 
The first platoon turns to the right ; when the guide 
has advanced platoon distance, the platoon is halted by 
its chief, who passes around the right flank to his post. 

The second platoon marches straight to the front ; 
its chief commands : 1. Right turn, 2. march, when his ’ 
platoon is opposite the right of its place in line ; the 
platoon turns to the right and when the right file has 
arrived on the line the platoon is halted by its chief, 
who passes around the left flank to his post. 

The captain verifies the alignment and commands : 
FRONT. 
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Being in Line, to Form Column of Platoons to the Front. 

235. Being at a halt : 1. Right (or left) by platoons, 
2. march, 3. Guide left (or right). 




5™S 4™S 

PL 41, Par. 335. 



At the first command, the chiefs of platoons passon 
double time to their places in front of their platoons, 
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the chief of the right platoon commands : Forward; 
the chief of the left : Right oblique. 

At the command march, the right platoon moves for- 
ward. The chief of the left platoon commands : march, 
when his platoon is disengaged ; the platoon obliques 
to the right, the , chief commanding : 1. Forward, 2. 
march, 8. Guide left, when the left guide arrives in 
the trace of the guide of the leading platoon. 

If marching, the chief of the left platoon commands : 
1. Second platoon, 2. Mark time, 8. march, adding : 
1. Right oblique, 2. march, when his platoon is dis- 
engaged ; the movement is completed as from a halt. 

Being in Column of Platoons, to Form Company to the Front. 

236. Being at a halt : 1. Form company, 2. Right (Or 
left) oblique, 3. march, 4. front. 

At the second command, the chief of the first platoon 
commands : 1. Forward, 2. Guide left ; the chief of 
the second commands : Right oblique * 

The first platoon advances platoon distance, when its 
chief commands : 1. Platoon, 2. halt, 3. Left, 4. dress, 
and passes around the left flank to his post. The second 
platoon obliques to the right, its chief commanding : 
1. Forward, 2. march. 3. Guide left, when the platoon 
is opposite its place in line ; on arriving near the line, 
the chief halts the platoon, commands: 1. Left, 2. 
dress, and passes around the right flank to his post. 

The captain superintends the alignment from the left 
flank. 

If marching in quick time, the chief of the leading 
platoon commands : Guide left, and the movement is 
completed as just explained. 

If marching in quick time and the command be double 
time, the captain commands : Guide left (or right ) im- 
mediately after the command march ; the chief of the 
leading platoon cautions it to advance in quick time and 
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commands : Guide left ; the chief of the second platoon 
commands : Double time, and when the platoon is 
abreast of the leading platoon commands : 1. Quick 
time, 2. march ; the platoons having united, rhe chiefs 
pass around the flanks to their posts. 

If marching in double time, the chief of the first 
platoon, at the first command of the captain, commands: 
Quick time. 

Being in Column of Platoons, to March by the Flank. 

237. 1. Fours right (or left), 2. march, 3. Guide 
( right or left). 

The right and left guides of each platoon place them- 
selves as in Par. 196, each chief of platoon on the left 
of his leading guide ; the leading guide of the platoon 
on the flank announced is the guide of the com- 
pany ; the leading guide of the other platoon marches 
abreast of him and preserves the interval necessary to 
form front into line. 

The position of the captain is on the side opposite the 
file closers, three 'paces from the flank and abreast of the 
chiefs of platoons. 

Marching by the flank of platoons, the right platoon 
is the first, the left the second. 

To March Again in Column of Platoons. 

1. Fours right (or left), 2. march, 3. Guide ( right or 
>eft). 

Being in Line, to Advance in Line of Platoons in Columns of 
Fours. 

238. 1. Platoons, 2. Right (or left ) forward, 3. Fours 
right (or left), 4. march, Guide {right or left). 

At the first command, the chiefs pass quickly around 
the flanks and place themselves in front of their pla- 
toons. 

At the command march, each platoon executes the 
movement prescribed for a company (Par. 203). 
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To form again in line: 1. Platoons, 2. Eight (or left) 
frontinto line, 3. march, 4. Company, 5. halt, 6. front, 
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PI. 42, Par. 238. 



Each platoon forms front into line; the chiefs of pla- 
toons return to their posts by dropping to the rear or by 
passing around the heads of their platoons, according 
as the front into line is executed toward the side of the 
file closers or toward the side opposite. 

The command halt is given when the leading fours 
have advanced platoon distance. 

If the movement be executed in double time, the 
captain commands: Guide left (or right ) after the com- 
mand march. 

Being in Column of Fours, to Form Front into Line of Platoons 
in Columns of Fours. 

239. 1. Right (or left) front into line of platoons in 
columns of fours, 2. march. 
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The first platoon is marched platoon distance to the 
front and halted; the second executes column half right, 
and having' gained its interval (Par. 237), column half 
left, and is halted abreast of the first platoon. 

Being in Column of Fours to Form on Right or Left into Line of 
Platoons in Columns of Fours. 

240. 1. On right (or left) into line of platoons in 
columns of fours, 2. march. 

The first platoon executes y ilumn right, advances 
platoon distance and twelve paces in the new direction 
and is halted; the second is marched beyond the first 
and when opposite its place executes column right and 
is halted abreast of the first platoon. 

Marching in Line of Platoons in Columns of Fours, to Form 
Column of Fours to the Right or Left. 

241. 1. Platoons, 2. Column right (or left), 3, march. 
The chiefs pass around the heads of their platoons as 

they are about to unite in column of fours. 

Being in Column of Platoons, to Form Column of Fours. 

242. 1 . Platoons, 2. Bight (or left) forward, 3. Fours 
right (or left), 4. march. 

The chiefs pass around the heads of their platoons as 
they are about to unite in column of fours. 

Being in Column of Fours, to Form Column of Platoons. 

243. 1. Platoons, 2, Right (or left) front into line, 3. 
march, 4. Company, 5. halt. 

At the second command, each chief places himself 
near the head of his platoon. 

At the command march, each platoon executes right 
front into line. (Pars. 210 and 189.) 
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The command halt is given when the leading four 
has advanced platoon distance. 

If marching in double time, or in ^ PT 5 '*$ 
quick time, and the command be double 00 
time, the captain commands: Guide left cx=nn 
(or right) after the command march. cj x xj 



Marching in Column of Fours, to March in 
Line of Platoons in Columns of Fours 
to the Right or Left. 

244. 1. Platoons , 2. Column right (or 
left), 3. march, 4. Guide ( right or left). 

Each platoon changes direction to 
the right, and eaoh chief takes his 
place by the side of his leading guide. 
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Route Step. 

245. The column 
of fours is the hab- 3»s 
itual column of 
route. The rate is 
three to three and 
a half miles per 
hour. 

Marching in 
quick time Route 
step, 2. MARCH. 

The men carry 
their pieces at will, 
keeping the muzzles 
elevated; they are 
not required to pre- 
serve silence nor 
keep the step. The 
ranks cover and 
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preserve their distance. 

If from a halt: 1. Forward, 2. Route step, 3. MARCH. 
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To resume the cadenced step: 1 Company, 2. atten- 
tion. 

At the command attention, the pieces are brought to 
the right shoulder and the cadenced step in quick time 
, is resumed. 

The company marching in line or in column of pla- 
toons may also march in the route step, the rear rank 
falling back to thirty-six inches. 

The company in route step changes direction by the 
same commands as in the cadenced step. 

Upon halting while marching in route step, the men 
come to the rest at the order. 

246. To march at eaie: 1. At ease, 2. march. 

The company marches as in the r ate step, except 
that silence is preserved. 

The mar'll at ease will be frequently used in the fore- 
going moi ments. 

To resuf.ie the cadenced step: 1. Company, 2. atten- 
tion. 

If halted while marching at ease, the men remain at 
ease at the order. 

At ease, either marching or at a halt, and at the rest, 
officers carry the sword at will; marching at route 
step, at will or in the scabbard. 

247. The company having been formed, the right may 
become the left; the flanks the center, and the reverse. 

Whenever the flanks become the center, the second 
and third sergeants take the posts in the line of file 
closers prescribed for the fifth and fourth sergeants, 
each with his own platoon; the fourth and fifth ser- 
geants take the posts prescribed for the third and 
second sergeants. The first sergeant always remains with 
the original first platoon ; when in line, in rear of the 
second file from the outer flank, taking the correspond- 
ing position when the platoons unite in column of fours. 

248. The captain holds the file closers responsible for 
the fours near them and requires them to correct errors. 
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249. In this school the senior officer present is the 
instructor ; in the text he is designated as major. 

250. Captains repeat such of the commands as are to 
be immediately executed by their companies ; as, for- 
ward, fours right, march, halt, etc.; they do not repeat 
the major’s commands in executing 1 the manual, nor 
those commands which are not essential to the execu- 
tion, of a movement by their companies; as, deploy 
column, etc. 

In any movement, each captain gives his command 
so as to insure its execution by his company at the 
proper time. 

251. When the formation will admit of the simulta- 
neous execution of movements by tbe companies, the 
major may have them execute movements in the School 
of the Company by prefixing, when necessary, the com- 
mand : Companies (or platoons) to the commands 
therein prescribed ; e. g., 1. Companies, 2. Right for- 
tvard, 3. Fours right, 4. march. 1. Companies, 2. 
Right by platoons, 3. march. 1. Companies, 2. Right 
front into line, 3. march, etc. 

When line, line of columns, or column of subdivisions 
is formed, the major announces the guide, if the march 
is to be continued. 

Instruction of Officers. 

252. The. major is responsible for the instruction of 
his battalion. 

The officers are assembled for theoretical and prac- 
tical instruction. 

The instruction of officers embraces the Drill Begula- 
tions and such other instruction as pertains to their du- 
ties in peace and war. 

Each captain should be required to drill the battalion. 
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Formation of the Battalion. 

253. The battalion is composed of two or more com- 
panies, not exceeding six; the movements explained 
herein are on the basis of a battalion of four compa- 
nies. 

For drill and ceremonies the companies may be equal- 
ized by transferring the men from the larger to the 
smaller. The companies are arranged according to the 
rank of captains, the senior commanding the right 
company, the second in rank the left, and the third the 
center or right center. 

The following table shows the order of companies in 
line from right to left. 
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Companies whose captains are absent are posted in 
line according to the relative rank of the officers pres- 
ent in command of them. 

A company whose captain is absent for a few days 
only, or is in command of the battalion, retains its place 
according to his rank unless otherwise directed. 

After the battalion is formed no cognizance is taken 
of the relative order of the companies. 

In whatever direction the battalion faces, the com- 
panies are designated numerically from right to left in 
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line, and in line of columns, and from head to rear in 
column, first company, second company, etc. 

In like manner the companies to the right of the cen- 
ter in line constitute the right wing; those to the left, 

■ the left icing; when the number of companies is un- 
even, the original right wing' contains the odd com- 
pany. The left company right wing and right company 
left wing- are designated respectively right and left 
center companies. 

When a new formation necessitates a change of des- 
ignation the change takes effect upon the completion 
of the movement. 

In designating' their companies the captains use the 
letter designation : as Company “ A, ” etc, 

When a battalion is composed of fractions of several 
regiments, the companies of each regiment are arranged 
as already explained ; the fractions are then arranged 
in line from right to left, according to the rank of the 
senior officer present in each, the senior on the right. 

Color Guard. 

254. If the color be with the battalion, the original 
right center company is the color company ; the color 
guard remains with it unless other... -je directed ; it is 
posted as follows : 

In line, the color bearer is between the guides of the 
right and left center companies ; the other members of 
the guard are in his rear, in the line of file closers. The 
color guard takes the same position relative to the color 
company when in column at full distance or in mass. 

In column of fours, the color bearer is between the 
wings, abreast of the guide of the color company, in 
front or in rear of the file next the file closers ; the 
other members of the guard retain their places in the 
line of file closers. The color guard retains the same 
relative position, both in line and in column of fours, 
when marching with the color company only. 

7 
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In forming line of columns the color guard remains 
with the flank of the company it was with before the 
movement commenced. 

If by movements of the battalion the original left of 
the color company is changed so as not to be the center 
of the battalion, the color bearer and guard will take 
post between the wings, whether on the left or right of 
the color company, or at its head or rear in column 
of fours. : r- 

Posts of Field and Staff. 

255. In line, the major is posted twenty paces in 
front of the center of the battalion ; the adjutant and 
sergeant major are opposite the right and left of the 
battalion, six paces in rear < " the file closers. The staff 
officers, except the adjutak-y in the order of rank, the 
senior on the right, take post at one pace apart, six 
paces to the right and in line with the front rank of the 
battalion. The non-commissioned staff officers, except 
the sergeant major, take post similarly on the left of 
the front rank. 

In column, the major is on the side of the guide, 
twenty paces from and opposite the center. 




BAND 



PL 44, Par. 255. 

The adjutant and sergeant major are on the side of 
the guide, opposite and six paces from the head and 
rear of the column, each in his own wing.. The other 
staff and non-commissioned staff officers take post, in 
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column of subdivisions, in their respective wings, on a 
line equal to the front of the column, in order of rank, 
senior on the right, six paces in front of the captain of 
the leading company or six paces in rear of the file 
closers of the rear company. In column of fours they 
take post similarly in front of the leading or in rear of 
the rear company. When the Column faces to the rear 
the staff and non-commissioned staff officers face about 
individually and maintain their relative positions. 

In line of columns, the major is twenty paces in front 
of the center; the adjutant and sergeant major are 
abreast of and six paces outside of the leading guides. 
The other staff and non-commissioned staff officers are 
in the same relative order as in line, one pace to the 
right and left, respectively, of the adjutant and sergeant 
major. If the line or line of columns face to the rear, 
the staff and non-commissioned staff officers face about 
individually and move up abreast of the front rank or 
leading guides, keeping their relative positions, except 
that in line the adjutant and sergeant major take the 
corresponding positions as when facing to the former 
front, each in his own wing. 

The field and staff officers are mounted. 

In making the about, an officer, mounted, habitually 
turns to the left about. 



Post of the Band and Field Music. 

256 The band is posted with the left of its front rank, 
twenty-four paces to the right of the front rank of the 
battalion. 

In column, it marches with its rear rank twenty-four 
paces in f ront of the leading company, or its front rank 
twenty-four paces in rear of the rear company, 
according as the battalion is facing. In line of columns, 
the band retains its line position, marching abreast of 
the leading guides. 




98 SCHOOL OF THE BATTALION. 

To Form the Battalion. 

257. The companies having been formed on their pa- 
rade grounds, adjutant’s call is sounded, at which the 
adjutant proceeds to the point where the base company 
is to form ; the sergeant major reports to him and is 
posted on the line facing the adjutant at nearly com- 
pany distance : the adjutant and sergeant major then 
draw swords. 

The right center or center company is the first estab- 
lished, and is conducted by its captain so as to arrive from 
the rear, pai“allel to the line ; the right and left guides of 
the company precede it on the line by about twenty 
paces, taking post facing each other, at order arms, 
under the direction of the adjutant and sergeant major. 

The line is prolonged in the right wing by the right 
find left guides, who precede jie ir companies on the 
line by about twenty paces a‘ fd establish themselves 
facing the guides first posted, at a little less than com- 
pany distance apart, the one nearest the guide of the 
preceding company being about five paces in his rear ; 
the adjutant assures the position of the guides, placing 
himself in rear of the right guides as they successively 
arrive. The line is similarly prolonged in the left wing by 
the company guides, the sergeant major assuringthem in 
their positions, placing himself in rear of the left guides. 

When the right center company arrives near the line 
the captain halts it, places himself facing to the front 
near the left guide, and dresses the company to the left; 
the breasts of the men opposite the right and left guides 
rest respectively against their left and right arms ; the 
companies of the right wing successively form from left 
to right with an interval of three paces between guides 
when in line, each company being halted near the line 
and dressed to the left, as explained for the Center com- 
pany ; the companies of the left wing form successively 
from right to left and are dressed to the right. 

258. Captains, when dressing their companies in line, 




SCHOOL OF THE BATTALION. 



99 



place themselves on the line, on the flank toward which 
they dress, facing to the front. 

Each captain after dressing his company, commands : 
front, and takes his post. 

These rules are general. 

259. At all fonnations of the battalion a non-comis- 
sioned officer in command of his company takes his post 
on the right of the right guide, at the command guides 
posts, and, except in formations for ceremonies, when 
the major commands carry arms after receiving the re- 
port of the adjutant, he takes the post prescribed for 
the captain. 

260. Before sounding the adjutant's call the band takes 
a position designated by the adjutant, and marches at the 
same time as the companies to take its position in 
line. 

The major takes post facing the line, at a distance in 
front of the center of the battalion about equal to half 
its front. 

The adjutant, having assured the position of the guides 
of the rightcompany, places himself two paces to the front, 
facing to the left, and when the last company arriving 
on the line is dressed, commands : 1. Guides, 2. posts. 

At the command guides posts, the sergeant major and 
guides take their posts in line, and the staff and non- 
commissioned staff draw sword and take their posts. 

The adjutant moves at a trot or gallop (if dismounted, 
in quick time) by the shortest line to a point midway 
between the major and the center of the battalion, faces 
the latter and halts ; then brings the battalion to the 
carry and present, faces about, salutes the major, and 
reports : Sir, the battalion is formed. 

The major returns the salute with the right hand, di- 
rects the adjutant, Take your post, sir ; draws sword, 
and brings the battalion to the order or carry. 

The adj utant faces about and returns around the right 
of the battalion to his post. 
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261. The battalion may be formed in line on the right 
or left company on the same principles, the guides be- 
ing posted as in the left or right wing. 

The battalion may also be assembled in column of 
fours. 

In both cases the companies are arranged in the same 
relative order as when the formation is on the center 
company. When assembled in column the adjutant re- 
ports to the major as soon as the last company has 
taken its place. 

Equalizing the Battalion. 

262. The companies are usually equalized by trans- 
fers before the battalion is formed, but when'this is not 
done the major may form column of companies and 
direct the adjutant, first, to equalize the companies by 
transferring men from the larger to the smaller com- 
panies ; second, to break up one company and equalize 
by transferring the men to other companies ; third, to 
form an additional company and equalize by taking men 
from the other companies ; also, to make the necessary 
assignment of officers and guides. 

To Open Banks. 

268. Being at a halt: 1. Open ranks, 2. march, 3. 
FRONT. 

At the first command the major goes to the right of 
the battalion. The adjutant places himself facing to 
the left three paces in rear of the front rank, opposite 
the right of the battalion. The right guides of each 
company and the guide on the left of the battalion place 
themselves three paces in rear of the front rank, op- 
posite their places in line, in order to mark the new 
alignment of the rear rank ; they are aligned by the ad- 
jutant on the left guide of the battalion. 

The lieutenants and the other file closers take post as 
in open ranks in the company (Par. 190). 
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At the command march, the company and staff of- 
ficers place themselves opposite their posts in line, 
three paces in advance of the front rank, dress to the 
rig'll t and cast their eyes to the front as soon as their 
alignment is verified. The front rank dresses to the 
right; the men in the rear rank step back a little in rear 
of the line traced for this rank, halt, and dress forward 
on the right guides, who verify the alignment of the men 
in their respective companies. 

The adjutant verifies the alignment of the file closers 
on the left file closer, who posts himself accurately 
three paces in rear of the line of guides. 

The color bearer remains in his place ; the other mem- 
bers of the color guard step back with the file closers. 

The sergeant major takes post one pace to the left of 
and in line with the front rank. 

The major verifies the alignment of the officers and 
the ranks. 

The band takes three paces between ranks, the align- 
ment being verified by the drum major. 

At the command front, given when the ranks are 
aligned, the adjutant takes post three paces to the 
right of the battalion, in line with the company officers; 
the guides and drum major return to their places in 
line; and the major takes post facing to the front, 
twenty paces in front of the center of the battalion. 

Should the battalion have wheeled about by fours, 
the sergeant major performs the duties of adjutant. 

To Close Ranks. 

264. 1. Close ranks, 2. march. 

At the command march, all the officers face about, 
and return to their places in line ; the rear rank closes 
to facing distance from the front rank ; the file closers 
and the two members of the color guard close to two 
paces from the rear rank, and the band closes its 
ranks. 
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Manual of Arms. 

265. The manual of arms is executed in the bat- 
talion with closed or open ranks. 

The color guard do not execute the loadings and 
firings ; in rendering honors they execute all the move- 
ments in the manual, and on drill, except when spe^ 
cially excused. 

In the loadings and firings, the post of the major is 
twenty paces in rear of the center of the battalion. 

266. At the first command for loading or firing the 
captains take place as prescribed (Par. 193). After 
firing ceases the major commands : posts, the captains 
ret ’ hi to their posts in line. 

2 ii,ese rules ari eneral. 

To Fire by Company. 

267. The major designates the objective and com- 
mands : 1. Fire by company, 2. One (two or three) 
volley, 3. commence firing. 

At the third command, the captains of the odd-num 
bered companies command : 1. (Such) company, 2. At 
(such an object), 3. At (so many) yards, 4. Company, 
5. READY, 6. AIM, 7. FIRE, .8. LOAD. 

When the captain of each even-numbered company 
sees the pieces in the company on his right in the posi- 
tion of load, he gives the same commands. The cap- 
toius of the odd-numbered companies conform to the 
same rule with regard to the even-numbered companies 
on their left. 

268. The fire by battalion and the fire at will are 
executed by the same commands and means as in the 
squad, substituting in the commands battalion for 
squad (Pars. 144 to 150). 

269. The rests, resuming attention, stacking and 
taking arms, ,are executed as prescribed for the com- 
pany, substituting in the commands battalion for com- 
pany. 
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To Dismiss the Battalion. 

270. Dismiss your companies. 

Each captain conducts his company to its parade 
ground, where it is dismissed as prescribed. 

To March in Line. 

271. Being at a halt ; 1 . Forward, 2. Guide center, 

3. MARCH. 

The left guide of the right center company is the 
center guide and regulates the step and direction, the 
guides maintaining the interval of three paces between 
companies ; the captains in front of the center of their 
companies see that they preserve a general alignment 
without abruptly shortening or lengthening the step ; 
the major superintends the march of the b< ..Lion. 

272. At the command guide center, captains caution : 
Guide left {or right), according as they are in the right 
or left wing. This ride is general. 

273. To make a slight change of direction, the major 
commands : Incline to the right (or left), and indicates 
the new line of direction. The guide gradually ad- 
vances his left shoulder, giving time for the alignment 
to conform to his movement. 

274. If the battalion loses step, the major commands: 
step; captains and their companies immediately take 
the proper step. 

275. Marching considerable distances, the line forma- 
tion that the battalion habitually takes is the line of 
columns of fours. 

To Face the Battalion to the Rear, and to March it to the Rear . 

276. Being in line : 1. Fours right (or left) about, 
2. march, 3. Battalion, 4. halt ; or, 3. Guide center. 

The battalion wheels about by fours (Par. 211) ; the 
color bearer turns about and takes his place in the 
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front rank ; the other members of the color guard dart 
through to their places in the line of file closers ; the 
command halt is given as the fours unite in line. 

In wheeling by fours, if the pivots cover and the 
fours wheel properly, no dressing is needed ; the major 
will direct a captain to dress his company when neces- 
sary. 

If the battalion be not halted, the major commands • 
Guide center as the fours unite in line. 

Whenever a battalion in line wheels about by fours, 
the adjutant and sergeant major pass around the flanks. 
The battalion is drilled by the same commands as 
when facing in the opposite direction. 

277. The battalion may be marched a few paces to 
the rear by the commands: 1. Battalion, 2. About, 3. 
face, 4. Forward, 5. Guide center, 6. march ; or, if in 
march, by the commands ; 1. To the rear, 2. march, 3. 
Guide center. The officers, sergeant major, and file 
closers, upon facing about, remain in their relative 
positions ; the guides step into the rear, now become 
the front rank, until the battalion is again faced to the 
front. 

To Oblique in Line. 

278. 1. Right (or left) oblique, 2. march. 

The major sees that the battalion continues parallel 
to its original line. 

To resume the direct march : 1. Forward, 2. march. 

Alignments. 

279. Being at a halt, to rectify the alignment : Gap- 
tains rectify the alignment. 

The captains in the right wing dress their companies 
successively to the left, each as soon as the captain 
next on his left commands front; the captains in the 
left wing dress their companies similarly to the riglit. 
The center companies are dressed first without waiting 
for each other. 
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280. To give the battalion a general alignment : 1. 
Guides (such) company on the line, 2. Guides on the 
line, 3. On the center ( right or left), 4. dress, 5. Guides , 

6. POSTS. 

At the first command the designated guides place 
themselves on the line facing the major, who estab- 
lishes them in the direction he wishes to give the bat- 
talion. 

At the second command the guides of the other com- 
panies are posted as in forming the battalion (Par. 257). 

At the command dress the base company, if an interi- 
or company, dresses to the left or right according as it 
is in the right or left wing; if on a Hank, toward its 
outer flank; the others toward the base company. 

If the new line be oblique to or at considerable dis- 
tance from the battalion, the captains conduct their 
companies so as to arrive parallel to the line, halt, and 
dress them as explained. 

At the command posts the guides return to their posts. 

If the new direction of the line be such that one or 
more companies find themselves in advance of it, the 
major, before establishing the guides, causes such com- 
panies to be moved to the rear. 

To Pass Obstacles. 

281. When marching in line or in column, captains 
will, without the command of the major, so conduct 
their companies as to pass obstacles with the greatest 
facility, and then resume the original formation. 

Being in Line, to March by the Flank. 

282. 1. Fours right (or left), 2. march. 

The adjutant and sergeant major pass around the 
flanks to their posts in column. 

In column of fours the leading guide of each com- 
►< pany, except the first, marches in the trace of the rear 
guide of the preceding company and maintains the 
" distance of seventy-two inches from him. 
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283. A battalion at a halt may be marched a short 
distance to the rigid or left in column of files by the 
Commands : 1. Bight (or left), 2. face, 3. Forward, 
4. MARCH. 

If the battalion be in march: 1. By the right (or left) 
flank, 2. march. 

All face individually, and maintain their relative posi- 
tions. 

To halt the battalion and face it to the front: 1. Bat- 
talion, 2. halt, 3. left (or right), 4. face. 

To resume the march in line: 1. By the left (or right) 
flank, 2. march, 3. Guide center. 

o Break into Column of Fours from the Right or Left, to 
March to the Left or Right. 

284. Being in line at a halt: 1. Column of fours, 2. 
Break from the right (or left) to march to the left (or 
right), 3. march. 

The captain of the right company commands: 1. 
Right forward, 2. Fours right. 

The company moves in column of fours to the front ; 
the captain commands : 1. Column left, 2. march, 
when the leading four has advanced company distance; 
the guide then directs his march parallel to the front of 
the battalion. Each of the other companies executes 
the same movements in time to follow at proper dis- 
tance in fear of the preceding company. 

285. Being in column of fours, at the commands : 1. 
File closers on the left (or right) flank, 2. march, the 
captains, guides, adjutant, sergeant major, and file 
closers change to the opposite flank. 

286. The battalion being in column of fours, halts, 
advances, obliques, changes direction, marches by the 
flank and to the rear, forms column of tiros and files, 
and reforms in column of twos and fours, the same as* 
a company, substituting in the commands battalion for 
company. 
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Being in Column of Fours, to Form Line to the Right or Left. 

287. 1. Fours right (or left), 2. march, 3. Battalion, 

4. HALT. 

The command halt is given as the foui’s unite in line. 

If the battalion be not halted, the major commands : 
3. Guide center, as the fours unite in line. 

General Rules for Successive Formations. 

288. Successive formations include formations, either 
into line or column, in which the several subdivisions 
arrive in their places successively. 

(а) In all successive formations into line, except for- 
mations by two movements, the adjutant or sergeant 
major at the head of the column or nearest the point of 
rest posts on the line opposite its right and left hies, the 
two guides of the company first to arrive. The guides 
face toward the point of rest ; if the formation be cen- 
tral, they are posted on the line, in front of the leading 
company, facing each other. 

(б) In all formations from a halt, the guides are posted 
at the preparatory command indicating the direction in 
which the line is to extend ; if marching, they hasten 
toward the point of rest at the preparatory command, 
and are posted at the command march. 

(e) In the formations on right (or left) into line, the 
first guide is posted company distance to the right (or 
left) of the head of the column. 

(d) In the formations front into line, the guides are 
posted company distance in front of the head of the 
column. 

(e) In the deployments, they are posted against the 
leading company, in front of the head of the column. 

(/) In changes of front, the first guide is posted com- 
pany distance to the right of the first or left of the 
fourth company, according as the change of front is 
to the right or left. 
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( ; g ) In any formation where it is prescribed that the 
guides are to be posted company distance from the col- 
umn or line, they may be posted at a less distance 
when necessary. 

(h) The line is prolonged as in forming the battalion ; 
the guides are assured by the adjutant or sergeant 
major nearest the point of rest, or by both, if the for- 
mation be central ; the companies are halted near the 
line and dressed up to the guides toward the point of rest. 

(i) When the line is to be formed facing to the rear, 
the guides are so posted as to permit the leading com- 
pany to pass between them, after which the second 
guide closes to a little less than company distance from 
the first. The guides of the other companies follow 
the same rule. 

(k) When the principles of successive formations are 
well understood the guides may be required to post 
themselves. 

( l ) The major commands : 1. Guides, 2. posts, at the 
completion of all successive formations into line. 

(to) In successive formations, should the majOi de- 
sire to commence firing, pending the completion of the 
movement, he instructs the captains as to the kind of 
fire ; the adjutant or sergeant major at the head of the 
column cautions the guides not to take post marking the 
line. 

Being in Column of Fours, to Form on Right or Left, into Line. 

289. Being at a halt : 1. On right (or left ) into line ■ ■ 
2. MARCH. 

The captains of companies in rear of the first com- 
mand : Forward. 

The first company executes on right into line (Par. 
208). 

Each of the other captains commands : 1. On right 
into line, 2. march, when his leading four is nearly op- 
posite its place in line. 




SCHOOL OF THE BATTALION. 



109 



If marching, the captains of companies in rear of the 
first omit the command forward. 

Being in Column of Fours, to Form Front into Line. 

1. Bight (or left) front into line. 



290. Being at a halt : 

. MARCH. 




PI. 45, Par. 290. 



At the first com- 
mand the captaip 
of the first com- 
pany commands : 
1. Right front into 
line, 2. Double 
time; the captain 
Of the second com- 
pany commands : 
1. Forward, 2. Col- 
umin right ; the 
other captains : 1. 
Forward, 2. Col- 
umn half right. 

The first com- 
pany executes 



/' right front into line in double time (Par. 
210). The captain of the second company 
conducts it opposite the left of its place in 
line, changes direction to the left, and 
commands : 1. Bight front into line, 2. 

Double time, 3. march, when at company 
I distance from the line. 

The other captains conduct their com- 
panies to a point at twice company distance in rear of 
the left of their places in line, change direction half 
left, and when at company distance from the line to 
conform to what is explained for the captain of the 
second company. 

If marching, the captains of companies in rear of the 
first omit the command forward. 
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Front into line may be executed in a direction oblique 
to that of the column by first causing the leading com- 
pany to execute a partial change of direction. The line 
is formed at right angles to the new direction of the 
leading company. The other companies are, if possi- 
ble, so conducted as to arrive opposite their places, at 
twice company distance in rear of the line. 

To Form Front into Line Faced to the Rear. 

1. Eight (or left) front into line faced to the rear , 



291 

2. MARCH 

iC n r; 



PI. 46, Par. 891. 



Executed as ex- 
plained, except 
that each captain 
halts his company 
just beyond the 
line; all the fours 
having arrived in 
line, the captain 
wheels his con ■ 
pany to the left 
about by fours, 
halts it, and dress- 
es it to the right 

sf'' 292. In formirjj 

/ line faced to ll 

'' rear the foil 

wheel about toward the point of rest. This 
rule is general. 

Being in Column of Fours, to Form Line by Two 
Movements. 

293. In forming line by two movements 
the command march is given as the head 
of a company is about to change direction..: 
The adjutant or sergeant major at the 
rear of the column assures the positions 
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of the guides of the rear companies, in prolongation of 
the line of the leading companies. 

A Part of the Column Having Changed Direction to the Right, to 
;■] Form Line to the Left. 

294. 1. Fours left, 2. Bear companies left front into 
line, 3. march. 

The companies that have changed direction wheel by 
fours to the left ; each captain halts his company as 
the fours unite in line. 

The rear companies execute left front into line, as 
prescribed. 

To Form Line Faced to the Right. 

295. 1. Fours right, 2. Rear companiesleft front into 
line, faced to the rear, 3. march. 

The companies that have changed direction wheel by 
.(fours to the right and halt. 

. The rear companies execute left front into line, faced 
to the rear. 

296. If the column has changed direction to the left, 
to form line to the right : 1 . Fours right, 2. Bear com- 
panies right front into line, 3. march, 

■£ 

To Form Line to the Left. 

297. 1. Fours left, 2. Bear companies right front into 
line, faced to the rear , 3. march. 

Being in Line, to Form Column of Companies to the Right or 
Left and Halt. 

298. 1. Companies right (or left), 2. march. 

Each company executes the turn and halt (Par. 192). 
Full distance in column of subdivisions is such that 
in forming line to the right or left the subdivisions will 
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have their proper intervals ; in 
column of companies it is company 
distance and three paces. 

Being in tine, to form Column of Com- 
panies without Halting, 

299. 1. Companies, 2. Right (or 
left) turn, 3. march, 4. Forward , 
5. march, 6. Guide (right or left). 

Each company executes the turn 
and advance. The fifth command 
is given when all the companies 
have completed the turn. 

300. In column of subdivisions the 
guide of the leading subdivision is 
charged with the step and direction; 
the guides in x*ear pre- a djv_ 
serve the trace, step, 
and distance. 

Whenever a guide is 
PI. 47, Par. 398. forced out of the direc- 
tion, he recovers it gradually; the guides in 
rear conform successively to his move- 
ments. 

Whenever the guide in column is 
changed, the adjutant and sergeant major, 
unless otherwise directed, pass by the most 
convenient line to the opposite flank. 

These rides are general. 

Being in Line, to break by the Bight or Left of 
Companies to the Rear into Column. 

301. 1. Right (or left) of companies rear 
into column, 2. march. 

Each captain commands: 1. Fours right, 

2. Column right. 

Each captain halts on the line lately oc-PL 48, Par. 301. 
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cupied by the front rank and, as liis rear 
four passes him, forms line to the left, 
halts his company, and dresses it to the 
left. 




Marching in Column of Fours, to Form Com- 
panies Successively to the Right or Left into 
column at full distance. 



302. 1. Column of companies, 2. First 
company, 3. Fours right (or left), 4. 
IV! arch, 5. Guide right (or left). . 

The leading company executes fours 
right. 

The other companies continue the 
march in col- 
umn of fours 
and successive- 
ly form line to 

PL 49, Par. 302. 






PI. 50, Par. 303. 



the right and move forward on the same 
ground as the leading company. 

Marching in Column of Companies at Full Dis- 
tance, to Form the Companies Successively 
to the Right or -Left into Column of Fours. 
303. 1. Column of fours, 2. First com- 
pany, 3. Fours right (or left), 4. march. 

The leading company executes fours 
right. 

The other companies continue the 
march in column of companies and suc- 
cessively form column of fours to the 
right, on the same ground as the leading 
company. 
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Being in Line, to Break by Companies from the Right or Left to 
March to the Left or Right. 

304. Being at a halt : 1. Companies break from the 
right (or left) to march to the left (or right), 2. march. 

The captain 
< f the first 
company com- 
mands: For- 

ward, 2. Guide 
left. 

The right 
company 
moves for- 

Pi. 61, Par. 304. ward, the cap-., 

tain commanding : 1 . Left turn, 2. march, when the 
guide has advanced company distance ; the left guide 
then directs his march parallel to the front of the bat- 
talion. 

Each of the other companies executes the same move- 
ments in time to follow the preceding company at full 
distance. 

To March in Column at Full Distance. 

305- 1. Forward, 2. Guide ( right or left), 3. march. 

To make a slight change of direction, the major com- 
mands : Incline to the right (or left), and indicates the 
new line of direction ; the leading guide gradually ad- 
vances the left shoulder, his subdivision conforming to 
his movements. The rear subdivisions execute the 
change of direction on the same ground and in the same 
manner as the leading- one. 

To Halt the Column. 

306. 1. Battalion, 2. halt. 

The column halts, and the guides stand fast, although 
they may have lost distance and be out of the direction 
of the guides in front. 
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To Face the Column to the Rear, and to March it to the Rear. 

307. 1. Fours right (or left) about, 2. march, 3. Bat- 
talion, 4. halt; or, 3. Guide (right ov left). 

If the companies are unequal in size, each captain 
assists his guide to gain the trace and distance by ob- 
liquing his company when necessary, causing it to 
lengthen or shorten the step. 

Being in Column at Full Distance, to Change Direction. 

308. Being in march : 1. Column right (or left),, or, 1. 
Column half right (or half left), 
2. march. 

The chief of the first subdivi- 
sion commands : Right turn. 

The leading subdivision turns to 
the right, the chief adding : 1. 
Forward, 2. march, upon its 
completion (see Par. 228). 

The other subdivisions march 
squarely up to the turning point 
and each changes direction by 
the same commands and means 
PL 52, Par. 308. as the first. 

To Put the Column in March and Change Direction at the Same 
Time. 

309. 1. Forward, 2. Guide right (or left), 3. Column 
right (or left); or, 3. Column half right (ov half left), 

4. MARCH. 

Being in Column at Full Distance, to Form Line to the Right or 
Left. 

310. The guides on the side toward which the move- 
ment is to be made covering at full distance, to form 
line and halt : 1. Companies right (or left), 2. march, 
3. Guides, A. posts. 

At the first command the left guide of the leading 
company places himself facing the leading guide of the 
column, nearly company distance in front of him, so as 
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to be opposite one of the left files of his company when 
the movement is completed ; the guide is assured in his 
position by the adjutant or sergeant major; each cap- 
tain places himself facing to the front, on the right of 
his company, and verifies the alignment. 

At the command posts , the guides return to their 
posts in line. 

To form line and advance : 1. Companies, 2. Right 
(or left) turn, 3. march, 4. Guide center, 5. Forward, 

6. march. 

The sixth command is given when all the companies 
have completed the turn 

311. Being in column at full distance at a halt, if the 
guides do not cover or have not their proper distances, 
to correct them the major establishes the guide of the 
leading company and the guide next in rear in the 
desired direction, and commands : 1. Right (or left) 
guides, 2. cover. The right guides place themselves 
covering the first two, each at full distance from the 
guide next in front ; the adjutant and sergeant major 
assure their positions ; the major then commands : 1. 
Right (or left), 2. dress. 

Each captain aligns his company on the guide and 
commands : frqnt. 

Should any company be at a considerable distance 
from its guide, the captain gives the preparatory com- 
mands for moving it into place, adding' : march, at the 
command dress from the major. 

Being in Column at Full Distance, to Form on Right or Left nto 
Line. 

812. Being in march : 1. On right (or left) into line, 

2. march. 

The captain of the first company commands : Right 
turn, and when the company has advanced to the 
guides halts it. 

The other companies continue the march, each captain 
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giving- the commands.: 1. Right turn, 2. march, upon 
arriving opposite the right of his place in line. 

Being at a halt at the first command, captains of 










?! 



PL 53, Par. 312. 

companies in rear of the first command : 1. Forward, 
2. Guide right. 

Being in Column at Full Distance, to Form Front into Line. 

313. Being at a 
halt: 1. Right (or 
left) front into 
// line, 2. march. 

// The captain of 

' the first com- 

pany com- 
mands: 1. Forward, 2. Guide 
left, the captain of the sec- 
ond : 1. Right forward, 2. 
Fours right, the other cap- 
tains: 1. Fours right, 2. Col- 
umn half left. 

The first company advances 
to the guides, is halted and 
dressed to the left. The sec- 
ond company, when near the 
line, executes column right, 
and when opposite its place, 
fours left; is halted and 
dressed to the left. 



ft 



// 



PL 54, Par. 313. 
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The other companies on nearing the line change 
direction half right and complete the movement as pre- 
scribed for the second company. 

If marching, the captain of the first company omits the 
command forward, and changes the guide if necessary. 

814. To form faced to rear, the major adds faced to 
the rear after front into line. 

Executed as above, except that the companies march 
just beyond the line, halt and wheel about by fours, 
halt, and dress toward the point of rest. 

To Change Front. 

315. Being in 
l line : 1. Change 
] front on first (or 

fourth) company, 

2. Companies, 3. . 

Right (or left) half * 
turn, 4. march, \ 

5. Guide right (or \ 
left). \ 

The first com- \ 
pany executes 
right turn. 

The other com- 
panies execute 
right half turn ; each cap- 
tain again commands: Right 
half turn, 2. march, when 
the right of his company is 
opposite its place in line. s 

316. The change of front may be \ 
effected by wheeling by fours and s 
forming front into line. 

317. To change front faced to the rear, 
the major adds faced to the rear to the 
command change front on first (or Pi. 55, Par. 315. 
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fourth ) company. The movement is executed as just 
explained, except that the companies are marched 
across the line, halted just beyond it, wheeled about by 
fours, halted, and dressed as before. 

318. The major may direct the guides to be posted in 
an oblique direction ; the movement will be executed in 
the same manner, the designated company conforming 
to the line established by the guides. 

To March in Route Step and at Ease. 

319. To march in the route step and at ease and to re- 
sume the attention are executed as prescribed in the 
School of the Company. When marching in column of 
subdivisions the guides maintain the trace and distance. 

In route marches the major, adjutant, and sergeant 
major march at the head of the column; the surgeon and 
hospital steward at the rear of the column ; the other 
staff and non-commissioned staff officers, wherever the 
major directs ; the band in front of the leading com- 
pany ; the captains at the head or rear of their com- 
panies, as directed by the major. 

Being in Line, to Advance in Line of Companies in Columns of 
Fours. 

320. 1. Companies, 2. Bight (or left) forward, 3. 
Fours right (or left), 4. march, 5. Guide (right, left or 
center). 

Each company executes right forward, fours right; 
the guides preserve the interval necessary to form 
front into line, and march abreast of the guide indicated. 

321. The line of columns of fours is put in march, 
halted, marched to the rear, and at the oblique by the 
same commands and means as the battalion in line. 

Marching in Line of Companies in Columns of Fours, to Gain 
Ground to the Right or Left and Front 

322. 1, Companies, 2. Column half right (or half left), 

3. MARCH. 
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To resume the original direction: 1 . Companies, 2. 
Column half left (or half right), 8. march. 

The companies 
regulate their 
move m ents b y 
those of the com- 
pany toward which 
the movement is 
made, as when ob- 
liquing. On resum- 
ing the direct 
march the guide is 
again announced. 
Marching in Line of Companies in Columns of Fours, to Change 
Direction. 




U* 

PL 56, Par. 322. 




. 323. 1. Change direction to the right (or left), 2. 
march, 3. Battalion, 4. halt; or, 3. Guide (right, left, 
or center). 
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The first company changes direction to the right; the 
other companies are conducted by the shortest line to 
their places abreast of the first. 

If marching in double time or in quick time and 
the command be double time, the captain of the first 
company cautions : Quick time ; the other companies 
execute the movement in double time, and on arriving 
abreast of the first company their captains command : 
1. Quick time, 2. march. During the movement the 
guide is on the side toward which the change is made ; 
on its completion the major announces the guide. If 
the command halt be given during the execution of the 
movement, only those companies halt that have arrived 
in place ; the others successively halt upon arriving on 
the line. 

Marching in Line of Companies in Columns of Fours, to Form 
Line. 

324. 1. Companies, 2. Bight (or left) front into 7 ine, 
3. march. 4. Battalion, 5. halt. 

Each company executes right front into line. 

The command halt is given when the leading fours 
have advanced company distance. 

If executed in double time, the major announces the 
guide immediately after the command march. 

Marching in Column of Fours to Form Front into Line of Com- 
panies in Columns of Fours. 

325. 1. Right (or left) front into line of companies in 
columns of fours, 2. march. 

The captain of the first company cautions : Continue 
the march ; the other captains command : Column 
half right ; the first company having advanced com- 
pany distance is halted; when the other companies 
have gained full intervals they execute column half left, 
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and halt abreast of the first company. If at a halt, each 
captain gives the commands necessary for putting his 
company in march. 

In advancing in line 
of columns of fours the 
intervalsbetween guides 
at full and close interval 
are the same as the full 
and close distance in col- 
/'/ umn. 

//' To form at close inter- 

'' val the major adds at 

close interval to the first 
command ; the movement is 
executed in the same manner, 
except that the interval is eight 
paces. 






/) 



w 



w 






Marching in Column of Fours, to Form on Right 
or Left into Line of Companies in 
Columns of Fours. 

326. 1. On right (or left) into line of com- 
panies in columns of fours, 2. march. 

The first company executes column right, 
advances company distance and twelve 
paces in the new direction and is halted; each 
p. 8, ar - 3 ~ 5 - of the other companies marches beyond the 
preceding company, executes column right when oppo- 
site its place, and is halted abreast of the first company. 
If at a halt, captains give the commands necessary for 
putting their companies in march. 



Marching in Line of Companies in Columns ot Fours, to March 
in Column of Companies to the Right or Left. 

327. 1. Fours right (or left), 2. march, 3. Guide(right 
or left). 
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Being in Column of Companies, to March in Line of Companies 
in Columns of Fours to the Right or Left. 

328. 1. Fours right (or left), 2. march, 3. Guide 
{right, left, or center). 

Marching in Column of Fours, to March in Line of Companies 
in Columns of Fours to the Right or Left. 

329. 1. Companies, 2. Column, right (or left), 3. 
march, 4. Guide {right, left, or center). 

To march again in column of fours : 1.. Companies, 
2. Column right (or left), 3. march. 

Being in Column of Companies, to Form Column of Fours and 
to Form Again in Column of Companies. 

330. 1. Companies, 2. Right, (or left) forward, 3. 
Fours right (or left), 4. march. 

To form again in column : 1. Companies, 2. Right (or 
left) front into line, 3. march, 4. Battalion , 5. halt; 
or, if executed in double time, 4. Guide left (or right). 

The companies execute these movements simultane- 
ously. 

331. All the movements prescribed in Pars. 319 to 
330 may be executed by platoons, substituting platoons 
for companies in the commands and explanations. 

Advancing in Line of Companies in Columns of Fours, to Close 
and Extend Intervals. 

332. To close intervals : 1. On (such) company close 
intervals, 2. march, 3. Battalion, 4. halt, or, 3. Guide 
{right, left, or center). 

The captain of the designated company cautions : 
Continue the march, the captains to the right command: 
Column half left; those to the left : Column half right. 

The designated company halts at the fourth com- 
mand ; the other companies incline toward it until they 
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gain the close interval, when by command of their cap- 
tains they change direction, half right or half left, 

march to the front and 
halt on arriving abreast 
of the one designated. 

If marching in double 
time or in quick time, 
and the command be 
double time, the captain 
of the designated com- 
pany cautions : Quick 
time ; the other com- 
panies move in double 
time, and when they 
arrive abreast of the des- 
ignated company take 
quick time. 

Intervals are extended, gaining ground to the front, 
on the same principles: 1. On (such) comjj any extend in- 
tervals, 2. march, 3. Battalion, 4. halt, or, -3. Guide 
(right, left, or center ). 

To Close Intervals without Gaining Ground to the Front. 

333. The major wheels the battalion by fours intq 
column of companies, the column is then closed, as in 
Par. 335, after which the battalion is wheeled by fours 
into line of columns of fours. 

Intervals may be extended on the same principles. 

The battalion is wheeled by fours into close column, 
and full distance taken as in Par. 336, after which the 
battalion is wheeled by four's into line of columns of 
fours. 

Close Column or in Mass. 

334. The distance between companies in close colupm 
is eight paces. 

Whenever a subdivision takes its place in close 
column, the file closers close to one pace from the rear 
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rank, falling - back to two paces whenever the full dis- 
tance is again taken. 

These rules are general. 

Being in Column of Companies at Full Distance, and at a Halt, 
to Form Close Column. 



335. 1. Close in mass, 2. Guide right (or left), 3. march. 

The captain of the first company cautions: Stand 
fast, the other captains command: 1. Forward, 2. 
Guide right. 

The rear companies move forward; each is halted 
wtien it arrives at eight paces from the one that pre- 
cedes it; each captain establishes his guide and dresses 
his company to the right. 



If marching, the major omits the com- 
mand for the guide and the captains of the 
rear companies omit the commands for put- 
ting them in march. 




At the command march, the first company 
is halted. 




If marching in quick time, and the com- 
mand be double time, the captain of the 
first company cautions it to advance in 
quick time; each of the other captains com- 
mands: 1. Quick time. 2. march, upon 
closing to eight paces. 

If marching in double time, the move- 
ment is executed in the same manner ; the 




captain of the first company commands : -■* 

Quick time, at the first command of the Pi. 60, Par. 335. 



major. 

To arrest the march during the execution of the 
movement: 1. Battalion, 2. halt. 

Only those companies halt that have closed to eight 
paces ; the other companies halt successively at the 
commands of their captains, upon closing to eight paces. 

To close the column on the rearmost company, the 
major wheels the battalion about by fours; the column 
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is then closed as before; when closed, the battalion is 
again wheeled about by fours. 

Being in Close Column, to Take Full Distance. 

386. Being at a halt: 1. Take full distance, 2. Guide 
right (or left), 3. march. 

The captain of the first company commands: 1. For- 
ward, 2. Guide right. 

Each of the other captains commands : 1, Forward, 
2. Guide right, 3. march, when his company is at full 
distance. 

If marching, the major omits the command for the 
guide. 

If marching in quick time the captains of the com- 
panies in rear of the first halt them at the command 
march, and put them in march as above explained. 

If marching in quick time and the command be 
double time, the captain of the first company com- 
mands double time, the other captains caution their 
companies to continue the quick time, and successively 
command: 1. Double time, 2. march, when at full dis- 
tance. 

If marching in double time, the first company ad- 
vances in double time; the captains of the other com- 
panies command: Quick time, at the first command of 
the major, and successively command: 1. Double time, 
2. march, when at full distance. 

To form line to or on the right or left, the major 
first causes the column to take full distance. 

To Ploy into Close Column. 

337. Close column is always ployed with the desig- 
nated or leading- company in front. 

The adjutant or sergeant major nearest the desig- 
nated company places himself in front of the leading 
guide and assures the position of the other guides. 
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Being in line, to Ploy into Close Column. 

338. Being at a halt : 1. Close column on first com- 
pany, 2. Fours right, 3. march. 

The captain of the first company commands : 1. For- 
ward, 2. Guide left. 

The first company advances twelve paces, is halted 
and dressed to the left ; the other companies execute 
fours right. 

The captain of 
the second com- 
pany halts in rear 
of the left of the 

first, and when his ^ 

rear four passes pi. 61, Par. 338. 

him, forms line 

to the left, halts the company, establishes his left guide 
■Sight paces in rear of the left guide of the first, and 
dresses his company to the left. 

The other companies incline to the right and each 
marches by the shortest line to a point eight paces in 
rear of the left guide of the preceding company, inclines 
to the left and executes what has been prescribed for 
the second company. 

The closed column is ployed on the fourth company, 
by similar commands and means. The companies are 
dressed to the right. 

If marching, the captain of the designated company 
cautions : Continue the march; the movement is exe- 
cuted as explained. 

Being in Coiumn of Fours, to Ploy inta Close Column, Faced to 
the Front. 

339. 1. Close column, 2. First company, 3. Column 
right (or left), 4. march. 

The first company executes column right and the 
leading guide having advanced twelve paces in the new 
9 
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direction, the captain halts and as his rear four passes 
him, forms line to the left, halts the company, and 
dresses it to the left. 

Each of the other companies moves 
forward and executes column right, so 
as to enter the column eight paces in 
rear of the preceding company, forms 
line to the left and is dressed to the left. 

If at a halt, each captain gives the 
commands necessary to put his com- 
pany in march. 

Close column may be formed in an 
oblique direction on the same principles 
by substituting the command : 3. Col- 
umn half rigid (or half left), for 3. Col- 
in. 62, Par. 339. umn right (or left). 

340. To form the close colum n faced to the rear, the 
major adds : Faced to the rear after close column, in his 
commands. 

The movement is executed as just 
explained, except that the companies 
in rear of the first successively enter 
the column beyond the point where the 
first changed direction, and each cap- 
' r ^ tain forms bis company in line to the 

right or left and dresses it to the right 
or left according as the company 
changed direction to the right or left. 

Being in Column of Fours, to Ploy into Close 
Column, Faced to the Right or Left. 

341. 1 . Close column, 2. First com- 
,1<> pany, 3. Fours right (or left), 4. march. 

The first company executes fours 
right, the captain commands : Guide 
pi. 63, Par. 340. right, and the company having ad- 
vanced eight paces in the new direction is halted and 



J * 








sa. 
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dressed to the 
right ; the other 
companies form 
close column as 
prescribed in Par. 

338. PL 64, Par. 341. 

If at a halt, captains give tne commands necessary for' 
putting their companies in march. 

Being in Close Column, to Form Column of Fours. 

342. Being at a halt : 1. Column of fours, 2. First 
company, 3. Bight (or left) forward, 4. Fours right (or 
left), 5. MARCH. 

The first company executes right forward, fours 
right. 

Each of the other companies executes the same move- 
ment in time to follow the one preceding. 

The major may command : 1. Columns of fours, 2. 
First (or Fourth) company, 3. Fours right (or left), 4. 

MARCH. 

The designated company executes fours right. 

Each of t’ e other companies executes fours right, or 
right forward, fours right, in time to follow the one 
preceding. 

Movements in Close Column. 

343. A close column advances, halts, obliques, marches 
By the flank and resumes the march in column, faces to 
the rear, marches to the rear, changes direction, gains 
ground to the right or left when marching by the flank 
and resumes the original direction by the same com- 
mands and means as a column at full distance. 

Being in Close Column, to Change Direction by the Flank. 

344. 1. Change direction by the right (or left) flank, 
2. Fours right (or left), 3. march, 

The captain of the first company commands : 1. 
Bight forward, 2. Fours right. 
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The first company executes right 
forward, fours right ; the captain, 
as the rear four completes its wheel 
to the front, forms the company in 
line to the left, halts it and dresses 
it to the left. 

The other companies execute 
fours right and direct their march 
so as to enter the new column eig'ht 
paces in rear of and parallel to the 
first company ; each captain halts 
when opposite the left guide of the preceding company 
and allows his company to march past him, forms it in 
line to the left and dresses it to the left. 

The first company may, by order of the major, be in- 
clined at any angle to the original front. By this 
method any direction may be given to a close column. 

845. The close column marching by the flank changes 
direction by the same commands and means as when 
at full intervals (Par. 323). 




To Deploy the Close Column. 



346. Being at a halt : 
(or left), 3. march. 



1. Deploy column, 2. Fours right 

The captain of 
the first company 
cautions : S tand 
fast. 

The first com- 
pany is dressed to 
PL 66, Par. 346. the left: the other 

companies execute fours right; each captain halts 
when three paces beyond the right of the preceding 
company, and as the rear of his company passes him, 
wheels it by fours to the left, halts it near the line and 
dresses it to the left. 
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If marching, the captain of the first company halts it 
at the command march; the movement is executed as 
before. . 

347. To deploy the column faced to the rear without 
first causing it to wheel about by fours, the major adds 
the command: Faced to the rear, after deploy column. 

The movement is executed as already explained, 
except that each company marches just beyond the line, 
halts, and then wheels about by fours, after which it is 
dressed toward the point of rest. 

Movements by Platoons. 

348. The major may form the battalion in column of 
platoons to the right or left, form line from column of 
platoons to the right or left, form column of fours from 
column of platoons, and the reverse, by the commands 
and means prescribed in the School of the Company. 

Being in Column of Companies, at Full Distance, to Break into 
Column of Platoons. 

349. 1. Right (or left) by platoons, 2 . march, 3. Guide 
left (or right). 

Executed by each company as in Par. 235. 

350. To reform the companies: 1. Form companies, 
2. Right (or left) oblique, 3. march, 4. Battalion, 5. 
halt; or, 4. Guide left (or right). 

Executed by each company, as in Par. 236, except that 
when executed in quick time the chiefs of the leading 
platoons do not halt them till the command halt, from 
the major. 

351. Distances are taken and closed in column of pla- 
toons as in column of companies. 

Being in March in Column of Platoons, to Form on Right or Left 
into Line. 

352. 1. On right (or left) into line, 2. march. 
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The first company executes on right into line (Par. 
234), halting at the guides (Par: 288, a and c) ; the other 
companies march beyond the first, each captain com- 
manding: 1 .On right into line, 2. march, upon arriving 
opposite his place in line. 

If executed from a halt, the captains of companies in 
rear of the first command : 1. Forward, 2. Guide right . 

Marching in Column of Platoons, to Form Front into Line. 

353. 1. Right (or left) front into line, 2. .... sch. 

The captain of the first company commands : 1 . Form 
company, 2, Right oblique ; the other captains com- 
mand : Column half right. The first company is halted 
and dressed to the left against the guides ; each of the 
other companies executes column half right, advances 
in the new direction until the left of its first platoon is 
opposite its place in line, when the company changes 
direction half left, and when at platoon distance from 
the line forms company as prescribed for the first com- 
pany. 

If executed from a halt, the captains of companies in 
rear of the first command : 1. Forward, 2.. Guide left, 
3. Column half right. 

To Form Line of Platoon Columns. 

354. A platoon column is a company in column of 
platoons. 

The full interval between companies in line of platoon 
columns is platoon front and three paces; the close in- 
terval is eight paces ; full interval is taken unless close 
is specified in the commands. 

355. Advancing in line of platoon columns, intervals 
are closed and extended by the commands and means 
prescribed in Par. 332. 

To close intervals without gaining ground to the 
front: 1. On (such) company, close intervals, 2. march. 
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The designated company stands fast. 

Each of the other companies moves by the flank to- 
ward the designated company, inclining slightly to the 
rear, and when at twelve paces from the preceding 
company is wheeled by fours to the front and halted and 
dressed on the line of the designated company. 

Intervals are extended on the same principles. 

Being in Line to Advance in Line of Platoon Columns with Full 
Intervals. 

356. 1. Companies, 2. Right (or left) by platoons, 3. 
march, 4. Guide (right, left, or center). 

kit The captains 
5 2! announce the 
00 guide on the 
flank toward 
the base com- 
pany ; if the 
guide be cen- 
ter, the captain 
PL 67, Par. 356. of the right 

center company cautions : Guide left. 

357. The line of platoon columns advances, halts, 
faces to the rear, marches to the rear, and changes 
direction by the same commands and means as pre- 
scribed for a line of columns of fours. 

Being in Line of Platoon Columns, to Form Line. 

358. 1. Form companies, 2. Right (or left) oblique, 3. 
march, 4. Battalion, 5. halt, or 4. Guide center. 

Executed by each company as in Par. 236. 

If executed in double time, the major commands : 
Guide center, as soon as the rear platoons arrive on the 
line. 

Being in Line of Platoon Columns, to Form Column of Com- 
panies to the Bight or Left. 

359. 1. Platoons (right or left), 2. march. 
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Being in Column of Companies at Full Distance, to Form Line 
of Platoon Columns to the Right or Left. 

360. 1. Platoons right (or left), 2. march. 

Marching in Line of Platoon Columns, to Form Column of Pla- 
toons to the Right or Left. 

361. 1. Companies, 2. Column right (or left), 3. 
march, 4. Guide right (or left). 

To march again in line of platoon columns : 1. Com- 
panies, 2. Column right (or left), 3. march, 4. Guide 
(right, left, or center ). 

Being in Column of Platoons to Form on Right or Left into Line 
of Platoon Columns. 

362. 1. On right (or left) into line of platoon columns, 

2. MARCH. 

The first company changes direction to the right, and 
when the leading platoon has advanced company dis- 
tance, the captain commands : 1. Company, 2. halt. 







PI. 68, Par. 362. 

Each of the other companies marches beyond the 
preceding company, changes direction, and forms on its 
left at the proper interval. 
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Being in Column of Platoons, to Form Front into Line of 
Platoon Columns. 



368. 1. Right (or 
| left ) front into 
line of platoon 
. columns, 2. 
j MARCH. 

/ f / / The first com- 
/ / / pany advances 

/ / /' company dis- 

/ / tance, is halted 

p' / and dressed to 

/ ' / the left ; each 

/ of the other com- 

/ panies executes 

S column half 

right, advances in the new direc- 
tion until the left of its first pla- 
toon is opposite its place in line, 
when the company changes direc- 
tion half left, and when abreast of 
the first company is halted and 
dressed to the left. 

To March the Line of Platoon Columns 
by the Flank. 

364. 1. Fours right (or left), 2. 
march, 3. Guide right (or left). 

To march again in line of platoon columns : 1. Fours 
right (or left), 2. march, 3. Guide right (left, or center). 

Marching by the Flank, to Form Line of Companies in Columns 
of Fours. 

365. 1. Platoons, 2. Column right (or left), 3. march, 
4. Guide (right', left or center). 



PL 69, Par. 363. 
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Being in Column of Fours, to Form Front into Line of Platoon 
Columns. 

366. 1. Right (ox* left) front into line of platoon 
columns, 2. march 

The first com- 
pany executes pla- 
toons right front 
into line (Par. 243). 
The second com- 
pany executes col- 
umn right ; when 
its leading- guide is 
opposite his place 
y'f'' in line, column 

left ; and when at 
platoon distance 
sf''' from the line, pla- 

toons right front 
into line. 

The other companies execute column 
half right, move by the shortest. line to a 
point company plus platoon distance in 
rear of the left of their places in line, 
where they change direction half left, and 
at platoon distance from the line execute 
Pi. 70, Par. 366. platoons right front into line. 






To Form Street Column. 

367. Being in column of companies at full distance : 
1. Street column, 2. march. The first company halts 
and stands fast ; the second forms in column of fours, 
four paces in rear of the right four of the first com- 
pany; the third forms similarly in rear of the left four o| 
the first company ; the fourth company closes upon the 
second and third ; all the officers, the color g-uard, non- 
commissioned staff, guides, and file closers take post 
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within the column, captains opposite the centers of 
their companies, the others near their posts in line or 
column. 

Being in column of fours : 1. Street column, 2. Right 
(or left) front into line, 3. march. The first and fourth 
companies execute right front into line, and the forma- 
tion is completed as prescribed. 

The numbers of the companies remain unchanged 
till column of companies or fours is again formed. 

If there be but three companies in the battalion, the 
first and second platoons of the second company exe- 
cute what is prescribed for the second and third com- 
panies, and the third company closes upon the second. 

With five companies, the platoons of the fourth 
company form in rear of the second and third com- 
panies, qs above prescribed for the platoons of the 
second company, and the fifth company closes upon 
the fourth. 

. With six companies, the fourth company forms col- 
umn pf fours and follows the second, the fifth follows 
the third, and the sixth closes upon the fourth and fifth. 

The street column advances, obliques, changes direc- 
tion , halts, and marches by the flank and to the rear by 
the same commands and means as a column at full dis- 
tance ; in marching by the flank the flank companies 
oblique sufficiently to follow in rear of the flank fours 
of the leading company, the right or left front rank 
man of the leading company acts as guide, and in 
changing direction the rear company reg-ulates its 
movements on the’ companies, in columns of fours. 

To Form Square. 

Being in street column : 1. Form square, 2. march. 
The leading company halts or stands fast ; the right 
and left flank companies wheel by fours to the right 
and left, respectively, and halt; the rear company ex- 
ecutes about face. 
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To form again in street column : 1. Street column, 
2 . march'. 

The company that was leading when the square was 
formed stands fast ; the rear company executes about 
face ; the right and left flank companies wheel by fours 
to the left and right, and halt ; they regain their posi- 
tions when the column marches. 

Being in street column, to form column of companies 
at full distance : 1. Column of companies, 2. march, 3. 
Guide right (or left). The first company advances, the 
flank companies execute front into line in double time, 
each when at full distance from the preceding company, 
and the rear company advances when at full distance. 
Officers, guides, etc., return to their posts. 

The street column forms column of fours by the com- 
mands prescribed in Par. 342. The designated com- 
pany executes the movement, the other companies take 
their proper places in column of fours, with file closers 
on the same flank as in the designated company. 
Officers, guides, etc., resume their posts in column. 




